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universi ty , n o n o t h i ng . I ' ve go t not hi ng . I don ' t t h i nk yo u d o
either , S e nator Redf i e l d . W e hav e d i s t r i c t s th a t don ' t h av e a n y
state f aci l i t i es , so I ' m goi ng t o c ome a t t hi s wi t ho ut a n y
particular need to defend it for any particular reason, but
actually for a very sp ecific reason. Saying that we should
close a facility because we don't like spending money on
Corre c t i on s , t o me , i sn ' t g e t t i n g a t th e cr ux of t he p r o b l e m.
The crux of the problem is we' ve doubled our prison population
in ten years. N ow some people say, gee, that's great; we got
everybody locked up. But take a look at who is there. We are
lockin g up pe op l e w e di dn ' t use d to l o ck up . We hav e a l ot o f
people with mental illness. Th ey end up t he re because th e y' d
self-medicate. They have dual diagnosis. That means they' re
substance abuse addicted; they have mental illness. They caus e
lots of pro blems. They ' re extremely difficult prisoners and
they' re in our facilities because we failed a t t he com muni t y
l evel t o he l p get t r eat m ent . We had a n a mendment up here a
couple...maybe last week, where we would have taken some money
from a l c ohol t ax e s and deal t wi t h sub s t a nce abuse t r e a tment,
which affects a huge number of prisoners, which directly relates
to c r i me . And w e do n ' t wan t t o do t ha t . So we j u st s ay br i ng
on the prisoners; don't make any changes. I' ve carried bills to
look at sentencing guidelines, to try to get to disparities that
h appen w i t h i n ou r s y s tem that r e s ul t p a r ti c u l a r l y i n r ac i a l an d
ethnic and actually gender disparities in the way our criminals
are processed. We don't want to get to any of the root causes,
so we' re going to pretend that we don't have prisoners coming in
the door and j us t s a y , we l l , we ' r e j us t goi ng t o cl ose t he
prison. T hey haven't been creative enough out there, and we' re
going to take some risks that we' re going to have problems in
the prisons with overcrowding. We' re going to have problems for
t he p e o pl e who work t h e re , i n sa f e t y i ss u es . An d I don ' t t h i n k
we' re ready to do that just because we' re f rustra te d w e ' r e
spending t o o much on Corre c t i o n s i n t hi s s t at e . We ne e d t o g e t
at the root causes of the pr oblem, and we ne ed t o hav e
treatment. We n eed to have those preventive services that are
out i n t h e c omnunity . And w e c o u ld d o t hat . We cou ld do t hat
with Se na t o r J e n s e n ' s ame n dment l a s t wee k , but we don ' t wa nt t o
commit t h e f un d s t o do t h a t . Ne ve r g e t t o i t ; we ' v e had s t udy
after s tudy after st udy. Senator Brashear's co mmunity
corrections bill is going to get to part of that problem, but we
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